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What it Takes

Â Expectations: We must have the confidence and 

knowledge to insure that all of the children we serve 

learn and achieve at their highest potential.

Â Conditions: We must make sure that we have created an 

environment that promotes effective teaching and 

support for learning.

Â Skills, Strategies and Resources: We must make sure 

the educators and schools have the capacity and access 

to the ñbest practicesò to serve all children.



Failure of Policy

Â NCLB moved school forward by requiring schools to 

produce evidence of learning, but:

Â Developed no strategy for insuring that the conditions 

required for learning were in place

Â Focused too narrowly on using tests to measure 

learning 

Âoverlooked importance of instruction

Â Narrowed focus of curriculum to test preparation

Â Relied on pressure as strategy to improve schools 

without strategies to intervene and provide support

Â Ignored non-academic needs of children



I. What we know about the 

achievement gap

Â It mirrors other disparities (health, income, 
employment)

Â Tends to follow consistent patterns with respect to the 
race and class of students 

Â External conditions affect academic performance (e.g. 
health, housing stability, poverty)

Â Influenced by a history of perceiving race and 
intelligence as linked

ÂWe have historically seen the pursuit of excellence 
and equity as conflicting goals



Whatôs Race Got to do With 

it?
Â Historic assumptions about link between race and 

intelligence contribute to complacency about the lower 

performance of children of color and the normalization of 

failure

Â Pervasive racial stereotypes undermine achievement

ÂMiddle class children of color are often affected by the 

same stereotypes

Â Immigrant children may be temporarily buffered

Â Tracking often has the effect of re-segregating schools 

from within and reinforces notion that a childôs race 

determines their academic ability



Confronting the Achievement 

Gap
Â Manifest on most indicators of achievement 

(grades, test scores, graduation rates, discipline 

patterns), key areas:

Â Discipline - punishing the neediest students

Â Special education - removing students due to our 

inability to meet their needs

Â English as a second language - perceiving non-

English speakers as deficient



Discussion:

ÂWhich students in your school are least 

likely to achieve at high levels?

ÂWhat has your school done to support 

these children?  How effective are the 

interventions?

ÂWho are the advocates for the children 

who are least well served?  Who are the 

guardians for equity?


