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Student Achievement Definition 
Student success outcome is always a focus of College of Marin. This report displays College of Marin 
student success results.  

Operational Definition 
The definitions of these measures are based on RP definition1

A. Course Enrollment  

 but modified based on CoM’s needs: 

Student is enrolled in course and receives a valid grade notation at the end of term. Non valid grade=RD 
and IP. 

B. Retention Rate   
Percent of students retained in courses out of total enrolled in courses.  The retention rate is calculated 
by dividing the numerator by the denominator and multiplying by 100. Numerator: Number of students 
(duplicated) with A, B, C, D, CR, P, F, FW, NC, NP, or I. Denominator: Number of students (duplicated) 
with A, B, C, D, CR, P, F, FW, NC, NP, W, or I. (P=pass, NP=no pass, FW=Fail withdraw). 

C. Course Success Rate  
Student succeeds in the course. A, B, C, CR grade notations (Approved June 1996). Success Rate is 
percent of students successful in courses out of total enrolled in courses.  The success rate is calculated 
by dividing the numerator by the denominator and multiplying by 100. Numerator: Number of students 
(duplicated) with A, B, C, CR, or P. Denominator: Number of students (duplicated) with A, B, C, D, CR, P, 
F, FW, NC, NP, W, or I.  

D. Transfer  
The initial group or cohort of first-time students is evaluated six years after initial enrollment in order to 
determine if they have shown behavioral intent to transfer. If by six years after initial enrollment a 
student has completed twelve credit units and attempted transfer-level math or English, the student 
then enters into the Transfer Cohort and that student’s transfer outcome is calculated for a variety of 
time frames ranging from three years after initial enrollment to as high as twelve years after initial 
enrollment, time allowing. 

E. Term to Term Persistence 
Student persists from one term to the next term (Approved June 1996). First Term: Student is enrolled in 
at least one course. A, B, C, D, CR, P, F, FW, NC, NP, W, or I grade notations. Next Term: Student is 
enrolled in at least one course. A, B, C, D, CR, P, F, FW, NC, NP, W, or I. Persistence Rate: Percent of 
students enrolled in next term out of students enrolled in first term. The persistence rate is calculated 
by dividing the numerator by the denominator and multiplying by 100. Numerator: Number of students 
with at least one course with A, B, C, D, CR, P, F, FW, NC, NP, W, or I in the next term (x 100). 
Denominator: Number of students with at least one course with A, B, C, D, CR, P, F, FW, NC, NP, W, or I 
in the first term. 

                                                           
1 Operational Definition from The RP Group. http://rpgroup.org/sites/default/files/OperationalDefs-RPGroup_Approved.pdf 
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Student Achievement Information 
A. Course Enrollment 
B. Retention Rate  
C. Course Success Rate 
D. Number of transfers  
E. Number of degrees and certificates awarded (student program completion) 
F. Scores on licensure exams 
G. Persistence rates 
H. Basic skills completion  
I. Success after transfer 

A. Course Enrollment 

 
Data from:  Program Review data October 1, 2009. Fall 2009 data from Banner 5/25/2010. 

 

B. Retention Rate  
College of Marin’s Retention Rate ranged from 86.3% to 90.5% from Fall 2004 through Fall 2009. 

 

C. Course Success Rate 
Success Rate ranged from 71.7% to 75.5% from Fall 2004 to Fall 2009. 

The following table displays the detailed information on Retention and Success Rates for CoM and the 
State. 
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 College of Marin State 
Term Retention Rate Success Rate Retention Rate Success Rate 
Fall 2004      87.1% 72.5% 83.5% 67.4% 
Spring 2005       87.4% 72.7% 83.0% 67.3% 
Fall 2005      87.2% 71.7% 83.2% 66.4% 
Spring 2006      88.2% 74.1% 83.1% 66.9% 
Fall 2006      87.7% 72.5% 83.5% 66.7% 
Spring 2007      87.8% 73.1% 83.3% 67.4% 
Fall 2007      86.3% 71.7% 82.8% 66.0% 
Spring 2008      88.4% 73.3% 82.9% 66.8% 
Fall 2008      90.5% 75.5% 83.5% 66.6% 
Spring 2009      89.6% 75.1% 83.7% 66.9% 
Fall 2009 90.2% 74.4% 84.6% 67.4% 

Data from Data Mart and internal records (Banner). 
 
 

The following information displays the Retention Rate by comparing the program types in Fall 2009 for 
College of Marin and the State. 
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The following information displays the Course Success Rate by comparing the program types in Fall 2009 
for College of Marin and the State. 

 

For detail information on Retention Rate and Success Rate by comparing the course ID including 
program type for Fall 2009, please visit College of Marin’s Planning, Research, and Institutional 
Effectiveness Website for details.  http://www.marin.edu/com/ODP/InstitutionalPlanningPage.htm 

  

http://www.marin.edu/com/ODP/InstitutionalPlanningPage.htm�
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D. Number of Transfers  
Since 1995-96, over 100 students each year who at some point attended College of Marin transferred to 
either an out of State institution (OOS) or an in State private institutuon (ISP). 

 

The following information displays College of Marin’s Transfer Rate for Cohort of 2003-2004 by 
comparing with all community colleges in California. College of Marin was ranked the top 18 out of 112, 
at 47% transfer rate. The state is at 41% transfer rate.  

For detail information, please visit College of Marin’s Planning, Research, and Institutional Effectiveness 
Website for details.  http://www.marin.edu/com/ODP/InstitutionalPlanningPage.htm 

 

http://www.marin.edu/com/ODP/InstitutionalPlanningPage.htm�
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The information displays College of Marin’s Transfer Rate for the Cohort of 2003-2004 by comparing age 
groups and ethnicity groups. Over 47% of our transfer students were at the age groups of 19 years old or 
younger. We had lower transfer rates for the ethnicity groups of African-American and Hispanic. 
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E. Number of Degrees and Certificates Awarded  
The number of degrees and certificates awarded has ranged from 290 to 378 during the period from 
2004-2005 to 2008-2009. 

Number of COM Degrees and Certificates Awarded 

Year AA/AS Certif. Total 

2004-05 320 58 378 

2005-06 262 59 321 

2006-07 283 45 328 

2007-08 276 45 321 

2008-09 249 41 290 

Source:  COM internal records 

  

The following chart displays the trend for the past 4 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The largest numbers 
of certificates were 
awarded in Dental 
Assisting (17), 
Medical Assisting (11) 
and Applied 
Accounting (5). 
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The following table displays the details of the award type and program type for College of Marin 2008-
2009.  

 

Data from Data Mart.  

For detail information, please visit College of Marin’s Planning, Research, and Institutional Effectiveness 
Website for details.  http://www.marin.edu/com/ODP/InstitutionalPlanningPage.htm 

F.  Scores on Licensure Exams 
The pass rates on the NCLEX (Registered Nursing) exam ranged from 80.0% to 95.45% during the period 
from 2004-05 to 2008-09. 

NCLEX  (Registered Nursing) Pass Rates College of Marin 
  # Taken % Pass 
2004-05 40 80.00% 
2005-06 50 90.00% 
2006-07 36 80.56% 
2007-08 22 81.82% 
2008-09 44 95.45% 

Source:  Board of Registered Nursing (www.rn.ca.gov) 

G. Persistence Rate 
A higher percentage of students persisted from fall 2008 to spring 2009 compared to previous years.  

http://www.marin.edu/com/ODP/InstitutionalPlanningPage.htm�
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Persistence Rate 

Semester Fall Total Spring Total Persistence Rate 
F03 - S04 7747 4744 61% 
F04 - S05 7040 4253 60% 
F05 - S06 6541 3995 61% 
F06 - S07 6618 3985 60% 
F07 - S08 6587 4025 61% 
F08 - S09 6449 4159 64% 
Data from CoM internal source. 

H. Basic Skills Completion 
According to the ARCC 2010 report, the Annual Successful Course Completion Rate for Basic Skills 
Courses has increased from 61.6% in 2006-07 to 71.2% in 2008-2009. 

ARCC 2010 Report 
Indicator 2006-07 2007-2008 2008-2009 

Annual Successful Course  
Completion Rate for Basic 

Skills Courses 

61.6% 61.70% 71.2% 

Source:  Chancellor's Office, ARCC 2010 Report:  College Level Indicators, March 2010. 
(www.cccco.edu) 

 

I.  Success After Transfer  
College of Marin students continue to do well when they transfer to CSU.  Their average CSU GPA is 
higher than their average pre-admissions GPA. 

California Community College Transfers 
  Pre-Admissions GPA CSU GPA of Students Who 

Continued  from Fall to Fall Term 

  COM Systemwide COM Systemwide 
2003-04 3.08 2.91 3.17 2.93 
2004-05 3.15 2.91 3.23 2.94 
2005-06 3.17 2.91 3.26 2.92 
2006-07 3.14 2.91 3.21 2.92 
2007-08 3.07 2.99 3.17 2.93 
2008-09 3.17 3.03     

Source:  CSU Analytical Studies website (www.asd.calstate.edu/AS) 
 

J. Success After Transfer (Job Placement) 
The number of placements through the College of Marin Job Placement Office increased from 310 
placements in 2006-07 to 409 placements in 2008-09. 
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COM Students Who Obtained A Job 
Through the Job Placement Office 

  2006-07 310 
2007-08 299 
2008-09 409 

 
 
 
 
Please find this document at College of Marin’s Planning, Research, and Institutional Effectiveness Website, 
http://www.marin.edu/com/ODP/InstitutionalPlanningPage.htm 
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